


Portland’s Waterfront is in the midst of another great transformation. Once a 
place of bustling energy and commerce, then a corridor for transportation, and 
most recently a festival ground and recreation space, it now stands to be all of 
these things and much more.

 

Portland is growing. Both in population and in national stature, as a cultural, 
commercial and culinary destination as well as a model for sensible, sustainable 
development and a more humane way of life. 


With a million new residents expected to arrive in the next twenty years, a critical 
component in maintaining our city’s character and balance is increasing density 
and making the most out of our spaces for gathering and recreation. 


It is time for the city to reach back to the river. The vision of the Waterfront 
Master Plan understands this; it moves beyond the homogenous and empty 
character of the current park and sees a series of interconnected yet distinct 
spaces. 


What is needed now is a catalyst. A civic space that unites city and river, a year-
round destination that showcases our creative talent, technical innovation and 
the natural wealth and beauty of our region. A truly world-class destination that is 
still completely and uniquely Portland’s own. This is the true potential of the 
Waterfront Pavilion, a space that will serve the city and represent its highest 
ideals for generations to come. 


Brad Cloepfil 

Principal

Allied Works Architecture

Great cities are defined by their aesthetic and cultural significance. From 
Chicago to Dubai, Milwaukee to Bilbao, structures and venues, continue to 
evolve from cornerstones of economic development to astonishing 
innovations that are at once transforming. 


Our place, is a beautiful natural amphitheater, uniquely situated on the river 
front, yet underutilized and undervalued as a center city asset. While the 
bones exist, inefficient use displaces potentially significant long term value.


Cities and towns around the world are reinventing, reengaging and revitalizing 
public spaces—and time and again, forward thinking, fiscally responsible 
projects like these have demonstrated that, when done properly, they can 
stimulate economic development and cultural tourism, generate incremental 
revenue streams and deliver benefits not only in the short term, but well into 
the future.


In the spirit of Chicago’s Millennium Park, we’ve set forth to create a defining 
destination—a lively center of world-class art, entertainment, and technology, 
architecture and landscape design—a vital and sustainable gathering place 
that reconnects our city, community and guests with our river and to each 
other, and delivers an experience that is entertaining, enriching and diverse. 


We are at a juncture of tremendous opportunity. Now is the time to embrace 
and support with renewed enthusiasm, the value of Waterfront Park as integral 
to the life of our city: timeless, alive and transforming. 


Peter Johnson 

Managing Director
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Centrally located between downtown and South Waterfront, the only river access on the west side of the river, and perhaps the 
most overlooked attribute: within direct eyeshot of millions of people who travel the I5 corridor every year—all potential visitors.
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2007 
Initial Concept 
Concepts + Analysis Development 
Public/Private Discussions 

2018 
Incorporated 

Public/Private Discussions

2020 
501c3 Approval  

Board Development  
Public/Private Discussions 

2019 
Presentation to Mayor 
Economic Impact Study 
Formation of Board 
Public/Private Discussions 

2023 
Scope of full design, feasibility study  
and cost model  
Board and Partner Development 
Public/Private Discussions 
Formal presentations 2024 

Documentation & Permting  

2025 
Construction 

2027 
PWP Opens to the World! 


